Serial study of T-lymphocyte subsets in women during very early pregnancy.
The aim of this serial study was to define variations in T-lymphocyte populations during the first weeks of pregnancy. Results obtained with 14 women pregnant after artificial insemination show that the CD4+ population decreased significantly as soon as the fourth week. This decrease was concomitant with the HCG peak and could be compatible with certain immunological mechanisms participating in tolerance to the fetal graft.